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About 

• Our mission
Humane Society International is a global 
animal protection organization working 
to help all animals—including animals in 
laboratories, animals on farms, 
companion animals and wildlife.

• Our approach
HSI seeks out innovative and 
scientifically sound approaches to animal 
protection and relies on a network of on-
staff and external experts to make the 
case for policy change to improve the 
lives of animals and people.

• Our reach
HSI’s programs are active in more than 
50 countries on nearly every continent. 



Our Research & Toxicology Department 

• Expert team
Toxicology, ecotoxicology, pharmacology, 
regulatory science, endocrinology, 
biochemistry, neuroscience, law, etc.

• Global presence 
Brazil, United States, Canada, Mexico, 
Central America, European Union, India, 
Japan, South Korea, Viet Nam, Australia, 
Africa and beyond  

• Approach
Working with policy makers, regulators, 
companies, scientists, and other 
stakeholders to build partnerships for 
progress



The #BeCrueltyFree campaign
Ending Cosmetic Tests on Animals Worldwide

Why we believe the world is ready to end 
cosmetic tests on animals

• Public opinion strongly opposes cosmetic 
tests on animals.

• 37 countries have already banned these 
tests; the EU in India have prohibited the 
sales of cosmetics tested on animals, creating 
trade incentives to stop them in other 
nations.

• Legislations  banning cosmetic tests on 
animals have triggered investments in 
alternative methods, allowing innovation in 
the cosmetic sector without tests on animals.



Cosmetic tests on animals are rejected by consumers 



Changing the rules in Brazil 
Bans on testing cosmetics on animals: legislative progress

2014

• State bans in São 
Paulo and Mato 
Grosso do Sul.

• Bill 70/2014 moves 
to the Federal 
Senate

• CONCEA Normative 
Resolution 18 (17 
OECD Methods 
recognized

2015

• State bans in 
Paraná and 
Amazonas. 

2016

• State ban in Pará.

• CONCEA Normative 
Resolution 31. (6 
OECD methods 
recognized).

2017

• State ban in Rio 
de Janeiro

• Senator Randolfe 
Rodrigues’ report 
is voted by 
Commission of 
Science and 
Technology.

2018

• State ban in 
Minas Gerais.

• Senator Gleisi 
Hoffmann’s report 
published. Bill 
70/2014 moves to 
Plenary chamber.



1. Immediate ban on testing 
cosmetic products on animals.

2. Ban on testing cosmetic 
ingredients on animals, within 
three years.

3. Ban on submitting data obtained 
from tests on animals conducted 
after the cut-off date, within 
three years.

4. Derogation for exceptional 
circumstances. 

Senator Gleisi Hoffmann’s report on 

Bill 70/2014



Be Cruelty-Free in the Americas



Regulatory Toxicology: Reducing animal 

testing requirements in pesticides regulation 

Advances defended throughout the 
pesticide regulation revision:

• The waving of the one-year dog 
study;

• The compulsory use of all 
alternative methods and validated 
testing strategies already accepted 
by the OECD;

• The wave of toxicological studies, if 
this is justified technically.

• Use of the the Globally Harmonized 
System of Classification and 
Labelling of Chemicals (GHS).



Art. 19. New studies on using animals 
should be the last resort after all 
alternative methods have been 
exhausted.

§ 1 Alternative methods to animal 
experimentation mentioned in this article 
must be scientifically recognized and 
present a suitable degree of reliability in 
order for the Technical Committee to be 
able to take a decision.

§ 2 The federal authority responsible for 
the environment sector, in consultation 
with impacted institutions, will establish 
a strategic plan to promote the use of 
alternative methods to animal 
experimentation.

Regulatory Toxicology: Introducing strategies to develop 

alternative methods in Brazilian chemical legislation





Peer review studies supported by 

Biomed21
Alzheimer’s disease: “Many novel compounds for AD have entered clinical trials, but so far none has 
successfully completed a Phase III trial.”
Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis: “Over the past decade, investigational new drug applications based on data 
collected using animal models of ALS have resulted in 11 human clinical trials, all of which failed to 
demonstrate efficacy.”
Asthma: “In addition to the documented immunological differences between mice and humans …one must 
question whether continued reliance on the animal model is simply a case of remodelling an inadequate 
model.”
Autism spectrum disorder (ASD): “The lack of pharmacologic treatments for the core symptoms of ASD may 
be a consequence of the lack of a human model.”
Autoimmune disease: “Even mice with a “humanized” immune system lack the complex human genetics 
underlying autoimmune disease, while organ/tissue antigens remain non-human, interfering with recapturing 
human immune response and tolerance mechanisms.”
Non-alcoholic steatohepatitis (liver disease): “Animal models, mostly based on specific diets and genetic 
modifications, are often employed in anti-NASH drug development. However, due to interspecies differences 
and artificial pathogenic conditions, they do not represent the human situation accurately and are inadequate 
for testing the efficacy and safety of potential new drugs.”
Tuberculosis: “To further reflect the complex environment and structure of the human lung, a growing body 
of studies are resorting to the use of new technologies in the tissue-engineering field to advance human-
based TB research models into the 3D era.”

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1359644614000907?via=ihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1359644616300277?via=ihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S135964461100256X?via=ihub
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4573784/
http://pubs.rsc.org/en/content/articlelanding/2015/ra/c4ra15794j#!divAbstract
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1043661818307904
http://uberculosis/


The BIOMED21 Workshops



Rio de Janeiro 2017 Workshop: Summary 

of Key Conclusions

• A 21st century roadmap for 
biomedical research is 
needed. 

• To advance 21st century 
human-specific scientific 
progress, funding should be 
focused on acquiring critical 
human information.

• International and 
interagency collaboration is 
critical: formal collaboration 
between major 
organizational and funding 
bodies should be 
established. 











Thank you!


